CHAPTER IX
THE SACRED MARRIAGE
THE mimic marriage of the king and queen of May in
Europe was probably in origin a magical rite intended to
promote the growth of plant-life in spring by representing
dramatically the bridal of a young man and a young woman
who personated the male and female powers of vegetation.
A similar ceremony is still observed in spring by some of the
Berbers of Morocco, and it has been interpreted in a similar
sense by the French writer who reports it. The ceremony
takes place at the little village of Douzrou in the Anti-Atlas
Mountains, and the time of it is the return of spring. In the
morning, at daybreak, the young girls of the village go out
into the forest to pluck grass and gather dead wood. Their
return is signalled by the shot of a musket. Immediately the
women remaining in the village advance to meet them, escort-
ing a young girl called the Bride of the Good (Fiancee du
Bieri). The bride, apparelled as for a wedding/ dressed
entirely in white, is mounted upon a white she-ass, and holds
in her hands a white hen. When the two processions meet
the young girls put down their bundles of grass, and begin to
dance, singing some such words as these :
We shall accompany the bride of the good to the mosque of the village.
That God may bring, for the Musulmans, health and abundance.
For their part, the boys go into the gardens to gather
wood, which they take to the mosque. Then, like their sisters,
they go into the forest to gather dry grass. They have chosen
from among them a young man who is the Bridegroom of the
Good (Fiance du Bien). Dressed in white like the bride, he
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